BIOLOGY - A LEVEL (A Linear Course)

Course introduction

Bialogy literally means ‘the study af life”. Biclogy ecamines the
struciune, fundtion, growth, angin, evoliton, end distribution of
living things. The course includes studies alt the molecular level,
through o the cellular level, on fowihale oganisms and finally
geology, irvestigating ceganisms’ intesactions with feir envinsnment

Saving threatened species, feeding people, genetically moddied
prganisms;, sem cell resaarch, and curing diseases - the 21st
Ceriury offers many chalenges 1o @ bologist,

Bialogical knowiedge is increasng at & prodigious rate, Stuelying
Biology gives you the skills and oppartunities b advance Puman

krawaledige @nd understanding in today’s world, in ander i make &
difference to bamarmows warkl

How the course is taught

Biology is taught using a mixure of practical, group work, prablem
sohvirg and whele clags teaching, @iksred o spedfic needs. You wil
b expected to read arourd the subject indepardantly ard complate
regular hoen ewerk.

Areas covered by the course

1 - Bilogical molecules

2 - Calls

3 - Jrganisms exchanige substances with their ensronmeant

4- Glrmtu: Infoematien, wanaticn and relabonships bebween
arganisms

5 = Enengy transfers in and bebween arganiems (& Level pnly)

& - Organisms respond be charges in their internal and external
anvironments [ Leved only)

7 = Genetics, populations, evoluton and ecosystems (A Lawel only)
B - The contral of gens expressicn (A Leval only)

Career opportunities

Wihether you decide 1o go on bo work 0 a hospital, laboratorg,
courtraom, orasn, 200, classroam, TV Studia, boardrmam o industry
(ba rame & few], you can make & contibutian 23 & biologist, A
background in Bickogy gives: you transferablie skills and inoresses ypaur
caneer pptions. Bialogy is alweys reevant o lifel Boliogy combines
wiell with other soences such as Chemistry and Priysics. The fallawng
alsa have diose links: Physcal Education, Gecgrapiy, Psychalogy,
Mathematics and Haalth and Social Care. However imany studerrts
study Biakdy alondggide complately unrelated sulpacs,

i =
Entrance requirements

Srudents who wish to stady this subject must have aoguined

a mirmum of 5 GCSES of eguivalent at 4-9, induding Erglsh
Larguage and Maths at 6 o above and at least & Grade 5 in Core
and acditional Science {or Bidagy| GUSE,

How the course is assessed

Paper 1!
What is Assessed

v ny conkent froen topics 1 — 4, ncluding relevant prackical skils,

Assesoed

= Written exam: 2 hours
« 01 marks

= 15% of A-Leve

Questions
= T6 marks: a misture of shor and [ong arswer questions
= 15 marks: exterded response questions

Paper I:
What is Asdessed

= &ny content from wpics 5 — 8, including rekvant pradical skills.

Assesoed

e Written ewam: 2 holrs
= Ol marks

« 15% of A-Lewe

Questions
= T6 marks: a misture of shorm and [ong arswer questions
= 15 marks: comprehension ouestion

Paper 3:
What is Assessad

= &Ny content from wpics 1 — 8, including rekvant pradical skills.

Asspsoed

= Written exam: 2 hours
= ¥8 marks

e 0% of A-Lewe

Questions

» 38 marks: structured questions, including practical mchnigues
« 15 marks: critical analysis of given experimental data

25 marks: ong essay from & choale af Do btk



