MODERN LANGUAGES - SPANISH - A LEVEL

Course introduction

“A different language is a different vision of ife” — Federica Felini,

“IF you talk to & man in & larguage he understands, that goss to his
hesad. I you Ealk to Rem i his own language, that goes to his heart”
— Nelson Mandeia,

The abiity bo sp=ak & fareign language is mane impartant than ever
i dur globalissd society and can ennch your [ife both sacialy amd
economically. Spanish is & global Ianguags, with over 400 millian
native spepkers, A well as being the official language of Spain and
st af Letin Amenica, it is also e second language of the Unitad
Seates, If yau erjoy using languadge creatively, cormmuracating
cpimions and ideas on social, moral arnd ethical issees, and kearming
abaut ather cultures and ways of life then Spansh A-Leval is far you,

How the course is taught

This Is a two-yaar caurse which s mainly classroom based, with
some tTips to Tyneside Cinema in Mewcastie to view Hispanic fims,
¥oul will Foliow the new ACA specification. The topacs taught buid
on the roundaticns lakd at BOSE and develop the tour core skils

of reading, wwiting, speaking and Istening to a higher degres of
proficency, You will alse develop new shills such as tansation and
aralysis of a work of liermture ar 2 film,

Areas covered by the course

1) Social issues and trends

= Azpects of Hispanic sodety (modein and tradiicnal walises, tha
Infermet, equal rights)

= MuRiculturalism in Hispanic sociaty (immigration, intagration,
racesm)

2) Political and artistic culture

& Artishe cufure in the Hispanic world {modem day idals, Spanish
reguonal iderrity, cultural heritage)

& Asmects of paltical life in the Spanish sp=aking world [baday's
youth, mananchies and dictatorships, pooular mavements)

1) Grammar

4) Literary texts and films

= fou will study teen Bteracy texts or ane film and one lmrcy e,
Teachars and students can discuss chaices. For a full list of texts
and fimes, please saa the ACA websita,

5} Individual research project

= You @il identify a subject ar a key question which & of inkerest to
you and which relates to & country or courrtries where Spanish s

SpckEn,

Entrance requirements

Shudents wha wish to shudy Spanish must heve achieved at least a B in
Spanish GC5E.

How the course is assessed

Paper 1:
(2 hours 30 mins, 50% of A level) Listening, reading and
wiriting

Listaning, reading and respanding to teedsfrecardings {yau will
hawe cantral of the recardings)

« Transation from Spanish o English and from English (o Spanish

The texts, recordings and translatons will all be based on the frst
o topic areas (Focil msess and trends and pelitcal ard ardisic
cukung),

Paper 1
(2 hours 20% of A level) Writing

« A cotical appreciation of the text{s] and fim studied

Paper 3:
{21-23 mins, 30% of & level) Speaking

« Presentation and discussion of individual research progect

Mo dicticnaries or electranic devices are alloeed 0 the exams,

Career opportunities

Ba Alevel in Spenish leads to an exciting range af optiens in

higher edwsation and & highly prized by amployers. There are a
ranife of University coursas an offer, fram traditional language
degrass | mary alkw you B stant apother [anguage fram seraten) o
cornbined hanours degress, which allaw you 0 cormbing 3 langusge
with amather subfect, for example, Biology, History or Léw. These
courses psually affer the chance o spend a year abroad, Past Byron
students have gone on to sudy Spanish with cthar languages and
sufjects Bk Sheffied and Liverpoal Univerdities. Whatever your futuns
carsar plans, your language skils and culture knesdedge will b2 an
irnealuabla assat to pou.



