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Course introduction

Sacokgy ks the ‘study of sockaty. The term “socety’ mefars ta the
witrid arcund youl, wour camemunity, yaur coutry, and all the diffenent
peaple and groups that exist, with their different cukures, belisfs,
valuss, languages, raligions etc, [t gives stutants the chance to study
and urderstand why things are the way they ame, and why people
behave in Cerfain ways.

Examples of issues that students book at include:

L '-f.lr'rj' da s PE:IFJI‘_' ommit crifmer?

= Wiy do girls do much betber at schoal than Doys?

= [Lan the media hawve an effect on the way we aot?

= Wity |5 there 50 much inequabty and povarty in the country?
Socology ghves students wikh an intenest in sooal ssues, socal justios
arvd current affars the oppartunity be gain & valable understanding
ard maght inta how society works and how the gructures and
ProCEsses In sooety, iInewiably shape who we are, how we behave and
many other aspects aof cur lvas and life chances, Students develap an
understanding of how individuals, groups, instfutions and societies
are interdependent; the way in which they cooperate and conflict with
each other, and the potential causes for the social differences betviesn
indriduals,

Studenits are encauraged ta thirk ertically and analytically, and to
make informed judgements and arguments based on evidence and
theores, Studerts ans asked bo reflact on Eher awn expenencss of the
wiorld inn which they live and to develop an increased awareéness and
understanding of the world they Ine in amd rola Ehey play in it

How the course is taught

Le=gans will be structured arcund kearming sodological theary

and ressanch, dass discussions, anahysing TV documentanes and
newspaper articles and alsa student presertatons, Regular essays
and reading tasks will be set,

Career opportunities

Unhwersty courses in social scences, humanities, groups [class,
gendar, ethricity). Social work, media law,
Vocational courses in sodal wark, joumnalism media, police, law,

Past shudents hawve gone on o Study sociolodgy at uriversity or irta
lecal gewerniment work, nursing, polios or Soal wark.

B9

Entrance requirements

Stucents wh wish b sty Seciaingy must have scquired 3 mirimum
of 5 GCSES 48 induding Maths and English Langusge.

How the course is assessed

& Leval:

Papar 1: The Education System with Aesearch Methads,
4 howr exam; cne-third of & level marks.

Paper 2 Culture and Tdentity and the Mags Madia.
2 hawr exam: one-third of A level marks.

Paper 3: Crima and Devianos with Reseanch Methods,
2 hiur exam; cne-third of & leval marks.

The A lewel 5 designsd a5 8 TWo year ourss — Smdents wauid De
expected to st all of the exams at the end of Year 13,

Areas covered by the course

The Education System: theories explaning e role of educatan;
diffarences In achievement behyesn social groups (cless, gender,
efrmiciky ).

Reszarch Methods: analyong the strength and bmitatons of
research methods — social experiments, questionnaines, interviews,
oEservations, offical statistics, documents.

Culture and Identity: the process of socialization, diferent forms
of culiune in sodety, forms of identity — class, gender, sthnicity,
rationaity, age, disabikty.

Mass Media: tewnership of the media, theones of media power,
the effect of the media an audiences, the representation of different
groups by the media, morad panics

Crime and Deviance: theories explaining why cime happens,
irrestigaking which groups in socisby comimik crimes, punishment in
gaciety, Sodubong to Crimea,



