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                                      Enlightenment
· The Age of Discovery took place from the early 15th-late 17th century.
· During this time, European ships travelled around the world in search of new trading routes, partners and goods (such as gold, silver and spices).
· During this time, Europeans met people and mapped lands previously unknown to them.
· This was largely focused on the ‘New World’ (America)
· Slavery was an impact of this (which continued through the Enlightenment)
· British, French, Dutch, Spanish and Portuguese competed against each other to gain land


The Second Age of Discovery

[image: ]Equator:
1. I n 1735, the French Academy of Sciences and French King Louis XV sent a voyage of scientists to the Equator. 
1. Their aim was to measure the roundness of the earth and measure the length of a degree of latitude at the Equator. 
1. This was the world’s first major international scientific expedition. 
1. The expedition’s results were published in maps, journals and official reports back in Europe.

Pacific Ocean:
1. [image: James Cook and the Transit of Venus | Science Mission Directorate]James Cook visited the Pacific several times on his voyages.
1. On his way to Australia in 1769, he stopped on the coast of Tahiti (an island in French Polynesia) to view the Transit of Venus. 
1. This was when the Venus appeared as a small black disc travelling across the sun. This was very unusual and is only thought to occur every 243 years. 
1. The Enlightenment, and the desire to find out more about the world, therefore led to voyages for scientific and astronomical purposes. 
1. The Dutch updated maps of the world to include islands they had discovered in this area and competed with the British to gain influence in this area.


Slavery
Most of the people who became slaves in North America were from West Africa. White traders attacked and captured villagers by setting fire to the huts, or capturing you whilst hunting.  Often African tribesmen sold their prisoners of war in exchange for guns.  Slaves were marched to the coast in long lines called coffles. Half of the people captured with you died of hunger or sickness, while you were walking to the coast.  Slaves were forced onto ships either tight pack or loose pack in the cargo hold.  The middle passage was the route to America. The ship was terrible - dirty, and smelly, lasting for two or three months. Slaves wore chains that fastened them to people on either side. Almost one out of ten of the slaves got sick and died. Sometimes people gave up and tried to starve themselves to death, but the sailors beat them or tortured them until they ate something. 
                              [image: ]
Slave Auction: Selling people to be slaves.  The slave trader sold slaves to whoever would pay the most and given a new name.  Families were split up.  Slaves were prepared using rust to cover whip marks, plugged with tar and given laudanum to calm them down.  Most slaves went to southern states like Mississippi on plantations to pick cotton.  Conditions were usually horrible, working 14 hour days doing back breaking work.  The overseers were cruel and whipped the slaves.  Punishments for slaves could include whipping, ear cut off, sold to another plantation and hanging.
Plantation Life: 
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The American Civil War began in April 1861 and was between the North who did not use slavery and the Southern states. The South States broke away from the North and formed the Confederate states of America Abraham Lincoln said that the USA could not be a great country if it was half-slave and half-free.  At first slaves from the South ran to the free north to help their army but were sent back.  Soon Northern Generals allowed slave runaways to join their Unionist army.  In 1863 the Emancipation Proclamation declared all men as free.  Remember, the British had already outlawed slavery in 1833 across the Empire. 

                               Industrial Revolution social changes
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The Middle Passage

Conditions on board the ships during the Middle Passage
were horrendous.
Slaves were chained, tortured, whipped, humiliated,
kept in unsanitary conditions and stripped of their
rights. The journey could take weeks.
Between the 16™ and 19 centuries,

Africans were shipped across the

Middle Passage.
captured Africans

Each year, thousands of slave ships sailed from West
Africa to the Caribbean, with as many as

They were chained together and packed into dark,
airless holds below deck. Those who survived were
brought by plantation owners in the West Tndies. Many
slaves developed seasickness and diarrhoea. They could
not move because they were chained up. The chains
would leave festering wounds with maggots of ten eating
their flesh

After the harror of the Middle Passage and the back-
breaking plantation work, the
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Source A. Anillustration of Dudley
Street, London

Source B. Deaths caused by
Cholera. Cholera was a disease
caused by drinking contaminated
water. At the time, people did not
realise this.

1832: 22,000 died
1849: 53,000 died
1854: 20,000 died
1866: 14,000 died

Source C. Extract from Edwin
Chadwick's Report on the Sanitary
Condition of the Labouring
Population of Great Britain, 1842

Fanmilies were attracted to the
town from all parts for the benefit
of employment, and were forced
temporarily to resort o crowd
together into the houses which
already existed: often two families
in one house; others into cellars.

Source b. The Artisan
Magazine (October, 1843)

These streets (in Edinburgh) are
often so narrow that a person can
step from the window of one house
into that of its opposite neighbour..
There are neither sewers or drains,
nor even privies (foilets) belonging to
the houses. In consequence, all
refuse, garbage, and excrements of
at least 50,000 persons are thrown
into the gutters every night.

Source E. From fhe diary of Lord
Torrington, 1782. He toured England,
finding out about agriculture (farming).
This is what one woman told him.
Enclosure of the common land was a bad
job and ruined all us poor people.
Before it we had a garden, our bees,
our share of a flock of sheep, and the
feeding of our geese. And could cut
turf for fuel. Now that is gonel My
cottage, along with many others, is
pulled downand it is difficult for us
poor to find a home.

Source F. A comparison of Cliffe
Castle, Keighley (the home of a
wealthy family) to slum back-to-
back housing.
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1+ This rapid colonisation of Africa by European
powers was known as the 'scramble for Africa’.

* Shortly before his death in May 1873, the

-explorer had called
for a worldwide crusade to defeat the slave trade.
+ The , believed

Livingstone, was to introduce the

)
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