JUDAISM

BELIEFS AND TEACHINGS 
1.  JEWISH BELIEFS ABOUT THE ALMIGHT (GOD) AND WHY ITS IMPORTANT. 
	1. The Almighty is creator – he created the earth, everything on earth belongs to him so Jews should care for the environment. 

	2. The Almighty is Law Giver – he gives rules for humans to live by (613 mitzvot.) so Jews should follow his rules.

	3. The Almighty is One – There is only one God. Jews have a mezuzah on their door frame and a tefillin tied to their head to remind them of this every day. 

	4. The Almighty is judge – God judge’s humans on their behaviour. Jews try to live by Gods rules, so they will be rewarded by God and not punished. 


2. HOW THE SHEKHINA (THE DIVINE PRESENCE) IS SHOWN IN THE TORAH.
	1 The Shekhina (Gods presence) appeared to Moses as a burning bush.  

	2. The Shekhina (Gods presence) appeared as a cloud to lead the Jews in the desert by day. 

	3. The Shekhina (Gods presence) appeared as a pillar of fire to lead the Jews in the desert by night.
                                                                                                           


3. WHY THE SHEKHINA IS IMPORTANT TO JEWS. 
	1 The Torah says that the Almighty’s (God) presence (the Shekhina) is among the Jewish people.  

	2. It shows that Jewish people can have a personal relationship with God as he is present among them.

	3. The Shekhina (Gods presence) was with Moses when he received the Torah, so it shows that the Torah is God’s word. 
                                                                                                           


4. DIFFERENT JEWISH UNDERSTANDINGS OF THE SHEKHINA TODAY.

	1. Some Jews believe the Gods presence is felt when they read the Torah.

	2. Some Jews believe Gods presence is felt when they worship in the synagogue as a lamp burns to show God’s presence in the ark. (In the words of the Torah).

	3. Some Jews believe they feel Gods presence when they pray.


5. JEWISH BELIEFS ABOUT THE MESSIAH
	1. He is a descendant of King David.

	2. He will be a great warrior

	3. He will be human.

	4. He will rebuild the Jewish Temple


6. WHY SOME JEWS BELIEVE THE MESSIAH WILL COME AND SOME DO NOT. (Why Messiah is important to some Jews and not to others).
	Some Jews believe the Messiah will come:

	Some Jews believe the Messiah will come at the end of the world. 

	Some Jews believe the Messiah will come when all Jews live in Israel. 

	Some Jews believe the Messiah will never come:

	1. The Messiah did not come in the time of the Holocaust when Jews really needed him.

	2. Some reform Jews do not believe there is a Messiah.


7. WHY THE COVENANT AT SINAI (MOSAIC COVENANT) IS IMPORTANT TO JEWS. (COVENANT WITH MOSES).
	1. God gave Moses the Torah- Jews today follow this to obey God and live by his rules.

	2. Jews believe they are bound to follow the 613 mitzvot today as their side of the covenant.

	3. The Torah is used in all Jewish synagogues for prayer and worship.

	4. God told Moses that Jews who do not keep to their side of the covenant will be punished. 


8. WHY SOME JEWS THINK THE DECALOGUE (TEN COMMANDMENTS) ARE IMPORTANT AND SOME DO NOT.  

	 Ten Commandments are important because:

	1.They are the rules of God (found in the Torah)

	2. They are ten of the mitzvoth, these are the laws which are part of the covenant between God and they Jews.

	3.  Rules such as don’t kill apply to all cultures.

	Ten Commandments are not important because:

	1. The laws of the country are more useful. 

	2. Need to follow all the mitzvot not just ten of them. 

	3, They were written thousands of years ago and are outdated. (Don’t honour false idols etc.)


9. FEATURES OF THE ABRAHAMIC COVENANT. (COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM)
	1. God calls Abraham to leave his homeland.

	2. God promises to make Abraham a great nation.

	3. Abraham sealed the covenant by circumcising himself and all the males in his family.

	4. God told Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac at the last minute God told him to stop.


10. WHY THE ABRAHAMIC COVENANT IS IMPORTANT TO JEWS.

	1. It gives the Jewish people the promise of being a great nation.

	2. It is the reason why Jewish boys are circumcised.

	3. It gives the Jews the promised land (which Jews believe is modern day Israel).


11. WHY THE PROMISED LAND (ISRAEL) IS IMPORTANT TO SOME JEWSIH PEOPLE AND NOT TO OTHERS.
	ISRAEL IS IMPORTANT TO SOME JEWS BECAUSE:

	1. It is the land promised to Jews by God in the covenant with Abraham.

	2. It is a place of safety for the Jewish people.

	3. It is the place where Jews can best practice their religion - some mitzvot can only be kept in Israel.

	ISRAEL IS NOT IMPORTANT TO SOME JEWS BECAUSE:

	1. Many Jews live safely and practice their religion in other countries. 

	2. Many Jews are worried about the trouble in Israel. 


12. WHY SOME THINK THE COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM IS THE MOST IMPORTANT AND SOME DO NOT.

	The Covenant with Abraham is the most important because: 

	1. It gave Jews the Promised Land (Israel).

	2. It is the reason why Jews are circumcised, and this is still important today.

	4. It made Jews the chosen people. 

	The Covenant with Abraham is not the most important because:

	1. Covenant with Moses is more important as it gave Jews the Torah and the laws.

	2. All covenants are equally important as they are agreements with God. 


13. WHY JEWS BELIEVE IN THE SANCTITY OF LIFE. (PIKUACH NEFESH). 
	1. The Torah says that God made humans in his image. 

	2. The Talmud says to destroy a life is like destroying the whole world. 

	3. Jews are forbidden to do anything which may hasten a person’s death such as assisted suicide or euthanasia.

	4. The Torah says that anyone who kills should be put to death. 


14. HOW JEWS SHOW THE SANCTITY OF LIFE – THAT LIFE IS SPECIAL. 
	1. Doctors are allowed to answer emergency calls on the Sabbath. (normally they are not allowed to work on Sabbath. 

	2. A person who is ill is not allowed to fast on Yom Kippur. (It is mitzvoth that all Jews fast on Yom Kippur). 

	3. Jews are forbidden to do anything which may hasten a person’s death such as assisted suicide or euthanasia.

	4. Abortions to save the life of the mother are compulsory as they do not consider the life of the inborn equal to the mother.


15. WHY SOME THINK THE SANCTITY OF LIFE (PIKUACH NEFESH) SHOULD BE APPLIED IN ALL SITUATIONS AND SOME DO NOT.

	The sanctity of life (pikuach nefesh) should be applied in all situations because: 

	1. God created humans in his image. 

	2. Jews are allowed to break most mitzvot save a life. 

	The sanctity of life should not be applied in all situations because:

	1. Jews are not allowed to deny God to save their life. 

	2. Jews are allowed to kill people to defend themselves in war. 


16. FEATURES OF THE MITZVOT BETWEEN HUMANS - THE COMMANDMENTS JEWS MUST FOLLOW REGARDING TREATMENT OF OTHER HUMANS.
	1. Visit the sick.

	2. Feed the hungry.

	3. Comfort mourners.


17. FEATURES OF MITZVOT BETWEEN HUMANS AND GOD - THE COMMANDMENTS JEWS MUST FOLLOW REGARDING THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD.
	1. They keep holy the Sabbath.

	2. The only worship the one God. 

	3. They do not take Gods name in vain. 


18. WHY SOME THINK JEWS SHOULD FOLLOW ALL THE MITZVOT AND SOME DO NOT.
	Should follow the mitzvot because:

	1.  They are part of the covenant between God and the Jews. (Found in the Torah). 

	2. It shows respect to God as they are Gods rules. 

	Should not follow the mitzvot because:

	1. Some are impossible to follow such as the ones which take place in the Temple. 

	2. They were written thousands of years ago and are outdated. (Jewish people need to adapt the modern world).


19. DIFFERENT JEWISH BELIEFS ABOUT LIFE AFTER DEATH.
	MOST JEWS BELIEVE IN RESURRECTION BUT:

	Some Jews believe the resurrection of the dead will happen when they Messiah comes.

	Some Jews believe in reincarnation. 

	MOST JEWS BELIEVE EVIL PEOPLE WILL BE PUNISHED BUT:

	Some believe evil people will be sent to hell forever.

	Some believe souls will be cleansed but no one will be sent to hell forever.

	Some believe the souls of evil people will be destroyed and they will no longer exist. 


20. WHY BELIEF IN LIFE AFTER DEATH IS IMPORTANT FOR JEWS. 
	1 The Torah teaches there is life after death. (suggesting the dead are reunited with their family – and those who break the mitzvoth will be punished).

	2. The Talmud teaches there is life after death and the Talmud is the spoken tradition most Jews try to follow. 

	It affects their life because: Some believe the body will eventually be resurrected so they will not allow the body to be cremated.

	It affects their life because Jews believe the soul does not fully leave the person until the burial takes place – so most Jews are buried as soon as possible.


21. FEATURES OF WORSHIP IN THE SYNAGOGUE. (PUBLIC WORSHIP).
	1 Some Jews (Orthodox) say prayers in Hebrew. 

	2. Some Jews (Orthodox) sit men and women separately. 

	3. The rabbi gives a sermon (teaching) which helps Jewish people understand more about Judaism and how to live as a Jew in the modern world.                                                   

	4. The main service is on Saturday morning (Shabbat), when they read from the Torah. 


22. WHY SOME THINK WORSHIP IN THE SYNAGOGUE (PUBLIC WORSHIP) IS IMPORTANT AND SOME DO NOT.
	Worship in the synagogue is important because:

	1 It means Jewish people can celebrate Shabbat properly.

	2. It is needed for the community to celebrate festivals such as Yom Kippur.

	3. The rabbi gives a sermon (teaching) which helps Jewish people understand more about Judaism and how to live as a Jew in the modern world.                                                   

	4. A Jewish person can receive support from the rest of the Jewish community. 

	Worship in the synagogue is not important because:

	Prayer can take place anywhere - God is everywhere.

	Festivals can be celebrated at home. 

	Not all Jews can get to the synagogue. Jews in the Holocaust couldn’t get to the synagogue. 


23. WHY THE TENAKH IS IMPORTANT TO JEWS TODAY. 
	1 The Torah is used in to worship in the synagogue. 

	2. The Tenakh reminds Jews of their relationship with God throughout history. 

	3. Orthodox Jews believe it is the literal word of God.                                  

	4. It contains the Jewish Laws. (feature)

	5. It contains the Jewish History. (feature). 


24. WHY THE TALMUD IS IMPORTANT TO JEWS TODAY. 
	1 It explains the meaning of the 613 mitzvot. 

	2. It contains the teachings of thousands of rabbis throughout history. 

	3. It is the oral (spoken) Torah/teaching given to Moses by God at the same time as the written Torah to explain how the laws were to be obeyed and written down a thousand years later.                                


25. FEATURES OF THE JEWSIH FOOD LAWS. (KOSHER).  
	1 Jews can only eat animals that have a split hoof and chew the cud.

	2. Jews can only eat sea creatures with fins and scales. 

	3. Animals must be slaughtered by having their throat cut and the blood drained.                           

	4. Cannot eat meat and dairy in the same meal. Separate kitchens for meat and dairy. 


26. WHY SOME JEWS BELIEVE KEEPIN KASHRUT (EATING KOSHER) IS IMPORTANT TODAY AND SOME DO NOT. 
	EATING KOSHER/KASHRUT IS IMPORTANT TO SOME JEWS BECAUSE:

	1. It is a mitzvot to eat kosher food. 

	2. It makes Jews think about God every time they eat.

	3. It gives Jews a sense of identity and a bond with other Jews.

	EATING KOSHER IS NOT IMPORTANT TO SOME JEWS BECAUSE:

	1. Reform Jews do not believe all the mitzvot are Gods direct commands. 

	2. Eating kosher is too difficult today when eating out. Most meat does not come from animals which have their throat cut the kosher way. 

	3. Eating kosher may be impossible for some Jews as they may not live near anywhere that sells kosher meat, or they may be too poor to pay for it. (It is usually much more expensive).


27. FEATURES OF PRAYER IN THE HOME.
	1. Jews pray before eating. 

	2. Jews say the Shema in the morning and the night. 

	3. Jews have a mezuzah on the door frames of their homes, they touch it and thank God whenever they pass it. 

	4. Jews pray 3 times a day.


28. WHY IT IS IMPORTANT TO HAVE DIFFERENT TYPES OF PRAYER. 
	1. Formal prayers give Jews a sense of community as all Jews say the same prayer.  

	2. Formal prayers give people a routine for prayer, so they remember to pray.

	3. Private prayer means people can contact God whenever they want. 

	4. Private prayer means people can express thoughts and feelings to God which they wouldn’t want other people to know. 


29. WHY THE SHEMA IS IMPORTANT.

	1. It says exactly what the Jewish religion believes. 

	2. It reminds Jews that they should be obedient to God.

	3. It reminds Jews that there is only one God they should be worshipping.

	4. Jews place the Shema inside a mezuzah on the door posts of their homes. 


30. WHY THE AMIDAH IS IMPORTANT

	1. It fulfils the requirement of prayer set out by the great rabbis. 

	2. It asks God to help Jews spiritually.

	3. It asks God to help Jews physically.

	4. It is said standing up during weekday prayers. 


31. WHY SOME BELIEVE THE SHEMA IS THE MOST IMPORTANT JEWISH PRAYER AND SOME DO NOT. 

	Why some believe the Shema is the most important Jewish prayer.

	1. It states exactly what the Jewish religion believes.

	2. It reminds Jews they should be obedient and love God.

	3. It reminds of the oneness of God. 

	Why some Jews do not believe the Shema is the most important Jewish prayer. 

	1. The Amidah is more important as it fulfils the requirements of prayer set out by the great rabbis. (praise, request, thanks). 

	2. Personal prayer is more important as it shows what a person really believes/means (they might recite the Shema and not understand it).

	3. No one type of prayer is more important than another. 


32. WHY RITUALS ARE IMPORTANT FOR JEWS.

	1. Most Jewish rituals are a mitzvot.

	2. Sharing rituals give Jews a sense of identity. 

	3. Jewish rituals are part of their culture which goes back thousands of years.


33. FEATURES OF THE JEWISH BIRTH CEREMONY – BRIT MILAH.

	1. Jewish boys are circumcised around eight days after birth. 

	2. The ceremony is performed by a special trained person called a mohel

	3. A boy is given his name. 


34. WHY SOME BELIEVE THE BRIT MILAH CEREMONY IS IMPORTANT AND SOME DO NOT.

	The Brit Milah ceremony is important to some Jews because:

	1. It is part of Gods covenant with Abraham.

	2. It is a mitzvoth that all Jewish boys are circumcised.

	3. It marks the beginning of a boy’s life as a Jew.

	Some believe the Brit Milah ceremony is not important because:

	1. The child has no say…. he might not want to be circumcised when he older.

	2. Being Jewish is about living a Jewish lifestyle and worshipping God not having medical procedures. 


35. FEATURES OF A JEWISH MARRIAGE CEREMONY.

	1 Ceremony takes place under a canopy called a chuppah -which symbolises the couples new home.

	2. The groom puts a ring on the bride’s finger.

	3. The rabbi reads blessings over a glass of wine and the bride and groom drink from the glass.

	5. They bridegroom stamps on the glass and smashes it – to remind people of the destruction of the Temple.

	Purpose of Jewish marriage:

	1.To have children. 

	2. To continue the Jewish faith through a new family. 

	3. For a couple to love and support each other.


36. FEATURES OF A JEWISH BAR MITZVAH CEREMONY.

	1 The boy reads a passage from the Torah – he can now read from the Torah in synagogue services.

	2. The rabbi talks about the responsibilities of adult Jews – the boy is now responsible for his own actions.

	3. The boy’s father gives thanks as he is no longer responsible for his son’s religious actions.

	4. There is a meal to celebrate.


37. WHY SOME THINK THE BAR MITZVAH IS THE MOST IMPORTANT JEWISH CELEBRATION AND SOME DO NOT. 

	Some believe Bar Mitzvah is the most important Jewish celebration because:

	1. It is the start of a Jewish boys adult responsibility.

	2. It means that the boy is now part of the minyan. (The Ten men needed to be present in order to have a synagogue service.).

	3. It shows the community that the boy is now ready to take an active part in the synagogue.

	Some believe the Bar Mitzvah is not the most important Jewish celebration because:

	1. Brit Milah (Circumcision) is more important as it is the beginning of the boys Jewish life.

	2. If a boy is not circumcised he is not considered a Jew and will not be able to have a Bar Mitzvah.

	3. All Jewish celebrations are equally important as most are mitzvot which are part of the covenant.


38. FEATURES OF THE RITUAL OF SHIVA (JEWISH DEATH RITUAL). 
	1 As soon as they hear of the death close relatives tear their clothes. 

	2. The person is buried with their tallit.

	3. Someone stays with the body all the time until the funeral.

	4. It is a mitzvah to help bury the dead.


39. WHY SOME BELIEVE THE JEWISH DEATH RITUALS (SHIVA) COMFORTS THOSE WHO MOURN, AND SOME DO NOT.
	Why some believe Jewish death rituals help the bereaved/are important

	1. It gives a person specific time to grieve. (seven days in Shiva)

	2. Friends and neighbours support the mourners.

	3. It shows respect for the dead. (Someone stays with the body until the funeral).

	Why some believe Jewish death rituals do not help the bereaved.

	1. Not everyone has time to spend seven days in mourning.

	2. Tearing clothes is pointless.

	3. It is difficult to implement for Jews who do not live in Jewish communities. 


40. HOW SHABBAT IS CELEBRATED IN THE HOME

	1. The mother begins Shabbat by lighting the Shabbat candles.

	2. The father blesses the children and says a reading (Kiddush) over the wine.

	3. Family have a special meal.

	4. Parents tell Bible stories.

	5. Family sing songs.

	6. Spice box is passed around the family at the end of Shabbat.


41. HOW SHABBAT IS CELEBRATED IN THE SYNAGOGUE.

	1. Shabbat evening prayers on Friday night.

	2. Families go to the synagogue on Saturday morning for morning prayer.

	3. The Torah is taken out of the Ark and read by the rabbi.

	4. Afternoon prayers take place on Saturday afternoon.


42. WHY SHABBAT IS IMPORTANT FOR JEWISH PEOPLE

	1. Shabbat gives a person at least one day a week to think about God and their faith.

	2. It is a mitzvot to celebrate Shabbat. (Ten commandments - keep holy the Sabbath). 

	3. Shabbat gives families time to spend together and grow closer to each other.

	4. Shabbat gives a person a chance to rest from work and concentrate on religion.


43. WHY SOME JEWS BELIEVE OBSERVING SHABBAT IS IMPORTANT AND SOME DO NOT.

	Why celebrating Shabbat is important:

	1. It gives a person time to focus upon God

	2. It gives a person time to spend with their family.

	3. It is a mitzvoth to celebrate Shabbat.

	Why celebrating Shabbat is not important:

	1.  Not all Jews are able to celebrate Shabbat – Jews in the Holocaust, sick people etc.

	2. Rituals do not bring a person close to God.

	3. Some Jews are secular Jews and do not celebrate Shabbat.


44. WHY JEWISH FESTIVALS ARE IMPORTANT.

	1. Most Jewish festivals are a mitzvoth

	2. Festivals help people feel close to God. 

	3. Celebrating festivals helps keep the faith alive. 


45. FEATURES OF ROSH HASHANAH

	1. The celebration of Rosh Hashanah is one of the mitzvot

	2. New Year (Rosh Hashanah) cards are exchanged.

	3. In the synagogue the shofar is blown 100 times.

	4. After the synagogue service families go to the river and throw their sins into the water.

	5. Jews have a special synagogue service.


46. ROSH HASHANAH IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE:

	1. It marks the start of the Jewish new year.

	3. It a time for Jews to reflect upon the past year and think about how they will improve their relationship with God in the new year.

	4. It is a mitzvot to celebrate Rosh Hashanah.


47.  FEATURES OF YOM KIPPUR

	1. Ten days after Rosh Hashanah

	2. Jews fast for 25 hours.

	3. People wear simple clothes with no jewellery or leather shoes.

	4. There is a special service in the synagogue where Jewish people confess their sins.


48. WHY YOM KIPPUR IS IMPORTANT TO JEWS

	1. It is a mitzvot that Jews who do not deny themselves (fast etc.) on Yom Kippur must be cut off.

	2. It gives Jews a chance to make a fresh start with God and each other as their sins are forgotten.

	4. Fasting takes people’s minds off physical needs, so they can concentrate on God.


49. FEATURES OF SUKKOT

	1. Begins five days after Yom Kippur.

	2. Remembers Jews spending 40 years in the wilderness living in huts.

	3. Families make an outdoor sukkah (tent) to live in (or just eat meals in depending upon the climate) for seven days.

	4. People go to the synagogue every day. (7 days) carrying an Etrog (a fruit that looks like a lemon) and a lulav (palm branch), myrtle and willow. 

	5. Special synagogue service.


50. WHY SUKKOT IS IMPORTAN TO JEWS

	1. Celebrating Sukkot is one of the mitzvot.

	2. It reminds Jews that God protected their ancestors when they spent forty years in the desert guided by God.

	3. It celebrates the end of the harvest. 

	4. Special synagogue service. 


51. FEATURES OF PESACH

	1. Houses are cleaned to remove all traces of yeast.

	2. Remembers God freeing the Jews from slavery in Egypt.

	3. Special synagogue service thanking God for freeing the Jews from slavery. 

	4. Family have a special meal a home called Seder meal.

	5. Bread without yeast is eaten for seven days.


52. WHY PESACH IS IMPORTANT TO JEWS.

	1. It remembers God freeing the Jews from slavery.

	2. It celebrates God power and control over history.

	3. Without the Passover (if God had not freed the Jews from slavery) there would be no Jewish nation today.

	4. It remembers how God looks after the Jewish people.

	5. It is a mitzvot to celebrate Pesach.


53. FEATURES OF SHAVOUT.

	1. Many people stay up to read the Torah on the first night of Shavuot.

	2. Festival lasts two days and no work is done.

	3. Jews attend a special synagogue service to hear the reading of the Ten Commandments.

	4. People eat dairy foods instead of meat.


54. WHY SHAVOUT IS IMPORTANT TO JEWS

	1. It remembers God giving the Jews the Torah which is the most important thing in Jewish history.

	2. It celebrates the following of the 613 mitzvot which gives Jewish people their identity.

	3. It completes Pesach – Pesach brought the Jews physical freedom from slavery, Shavuot celebrates spiritual freedom given in the Torah.


55. FEATURES OF A SYNAGOGUE
	1. Ark - To store the Torah scrolls.

	2. Torah Scroll – Read in synagogue services.

	3. Yad – Used as a pointer to read the Torah as the Torah is sacred. 

	4, Ner Tamid – Lamp that burns above the ark to show God is present.

	5. Menorah – Seven branch candle stick, replica of one which used to be in the Temple.

	6. Bimah – A desk to read the Torah from. 


56. HOW THE SYNAGOGUE IS USED BY THE DIFFERENT COMMUNITIES. (ORTHODOX AND REFORM).
	1. Orthodox synagogues make men and women sit separately.  Reform synagogues allow men and women to sit together. 

	2. Orthodox only allow men to read the Torah. Reform allow men and women to read the Torah. 

	3. Orthodox synagogue only have male rabbi’s. Reform allow women to be rabbi’s.

	4. Orthodox have no music. Reform allow music. 

	5. ALL SYNAGOGUES FACE JERUSALEM WHERE POSSIBLE. 


57. HOW THE SYNAGOGUE IS USED BY THE COMMUNITY.
	1. The synagogue is used as a school where children learn Hebrew and prepare for Bar Mitzvah’s.

	2. Used as a meeting place for mother and toddler groups, senior citizens clubs etc. 

	3. Many synagogues have a hall for weddings and bar mitzvah party’s. 


